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Rivalries

hurt fight

for south

CIA betrayed me,
Pastora contends

By TIM GOLDEN

Herald Staff Writer

SAN JOSE, Costa Rica — E%Eg

Third of four parts

his_metal cot to vomit in the
bathroom,

The graying rebel, three days
into a hunger strike, lies down and
stares again at his interviewer
through pained, tired eyes.

“Tomorrow will be worse,” he
says. Looking at the charismatic
guerrilla leader's deadened expres-
sion in the gray light of his
dormitory-cell at a civil guard
barracks, that is difficult to imag-
ine.

Three years after Pastora and a
group of Costa Rica-based com-
rades set out to form a southern
front in the battle against Nicara-
gua’s Sandinista government, their
dreams of triumph appear to have
been dashed.

Pastora’s soldiers, who once had _

footholds in several outposts along
the San Juan River and ranged
freely through the sparsely popu-
lated swamps and cattle lands to
the north, have been driven from
the river and face ever stronger
pursuit by Sandinista troops.
Another contra army, the Nica-
raguan Revolutionary Armed
Forces (FARN), which had been in
the field two years before Pastora
took up the cause and recejves
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U.S. aid, continues the fight. But it
has never had more thap 500
soldiers and recruiters say they
are having difficulty keeping men
at the battlefront.

And Pastora, the only anti-San-
dinista leader ever seen as a hero
inside Nicaragua, has quit. In a
tragicomic ceremony last month,
he and 139 of his fighters turned
their weapons over to Costa Rican
authorities. Pastora was granted
political asylum by Costa Rican
authorities after he broke off a
five-day hunger strike that had
only served to anger them.

Personality conflicts, power
struggles, poor organization and
incompetence all have contributed
to the failure to form an effective
front against the Sandinistas in
southern Nlcan?ua.

But Pastora followers — and
some of their rivals — pin most of
the blame on U.S. officials whose
determination to tightly control
the contra war placed them in
conflict with the fiercely inderen-
dent, mercurial — some say flaky

— Pastora. In the end, re
auf-ﬁ Eﬁi i‘i wE % succeﬁgu‘

that forced
P to give u e armed

With Pastora out of the way, the
leaders of the U.S.-backed United
Nicaraguan Opposition (UNO), a
coalition of contra groups, foresee
4 renewed southern front, a supply
network shared with the Nicara-
guan Democratic Force (FDN),
which fights in the north from
bases in Honduras, and coordinat-
ed attacks in Nicaragua from both
borders.

But even Pastora’s detractors
acknowledge that with his “retire-
ment,” the anti-Sandinista cause
has lost the only commander
whose one-time popularity was
Seen as a magnet for disaffected
Nicara

“Pastora at least wasn't an
invention of the Yankees,” said
one former contra leader.

Pastora's defection from the
Sandinista government in 1981
seemed to be heaven-sent for U.S,
architects of the contra war. In
September 1978, he staged a
spectacular raid on the Nicaraguan
National Assembly, holding 1,200
people hostage until President
Anastasio Somoza agreed to free
about 50 jailed Sandinista leaders,
turn over $500, to the rebeis
and provide a plane to freedom.

Help from CIA

Pastora formed the Revolution-
ary Democratic Alliance (ARDE)
with other prominent Sandinista
defectors, including business lead-
er Alfonso Robelo, who had served
on the first revolutionary junta.

w
Military operations began in
March 1983, and the war expand-
ed quickly.

In  September 1983, ARDE
planes fired rockets at a communi-
cations center gt the Managua
airport, causing millions of dollars
in damage, and staged another raid
on the port of Corinto while a
Sﬁviet ship was unloading sup-
plies.

By the end of the year, Pastora
claimed to command 4,000 men —
probably an eration. But
other, independent sources said at
the time that as many as 3,000
Nicaraguans had defected to Costa
Rica and were eagerly awaiting
arms to join Pastora's troops. He
was reported to control seven
villages and his men roamed freely,
for hundreds of miles.

anti-Sandinista
troops have ever come to holding a
significant Nicaraguan town.

At that time, some Sandinista
commanders say, Pastora's troops
were seen as a greater threat than
the much larger FDN in the north.

But Pastora had problems. His
alliance remained a fractious
bunch beset by constant quarrel-
Ing over strategy, power and
whether to join an alliance with
the FDN. FARN joined forces with
ARDE, then pulled out of the
alliance almost as combat was
beginning in March 1983,

Sandinista spies

The alliance was wracked with
Sandinista infiltrators gt every
level. Perhaps the most celebrated
Was a woman Pastora knew —
inumtely. his aides say — 54
“Nancy.’ According to one ARDE
leader, she “went everywhere
with Eden.”

Her real name, Marielos Serrano
Guillen, came out in Managua
headlines in August 1984, A
Sandinista state security agent
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who had become one of Pastora’s
“personal team.” she was the
center of ntit:an'x_:”%t the so-cavliled
Aanti-Somocista unals, giving
names, dates, places and addresges
she had diligently recorded over
the previous two years.

D 1DOIIANL. Yastor; ‘ d
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had
Rreased Pastora to join forces with
the FDN. But Pastora adamantly
refused, claiming that the FDN's
top officers, most of whom had
served in Somoza’s brutal National
Guard, were hated by the Nicara-
guan people. Others said Pastora
simply didn’t want to share the
leadership of the contra cause.

%Mm
the reiationship had gone sour
when ARDE fj
w%t wuitoi ; .i ;gi‘zm

¢ boxes that came

floating down at the prearranged
drop spot contained not boots and
ammunition but beans, rice and
what aprued to be a lifetime
sup{'lzno sanitary napkins.

“Many more sanitary napkins
than the female comrades need-
ed,” the aide recalled.

Pastora tnfu %i Eﬁ ﬂ%
at a Pastora
gre“gl ﬁnference: lﬂmng four and

The bomber’s identity
has never been established.
Pastora went to Venezuela to
recover from burns, returning
weeks later to a fierce internal
power stmgzlne Alfonso Robelo,
the former dinista junta mem-
ber, left ARDE in July, exasperat.
ed with Pastora's continued refus-
al to join forces with the FDN.
Pastora scraped to continue the
fight and supported his men on
handouts for a year, spitting
epithets in response to riodic

peace offers from the FDN. Fing}-
. LIV

UNO was formed, in to
channel the funding. &mﬁy_n,
was then that
an; g_{_‘nﬂ‘ g&jﬁ :ﬂgﬂh ahout
eivin ., gid.
e condition, rebels involved in

the contacts said, was always the
same: Pastora had to be moved

out.
In_July of last vear, Chamorro
met_in Washington with mﬁne
. Oliver North, a senior

() er of the
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According to several ARDE
sources who requested anonymity,
Chamorro and others within
ARDE began quietly selling the
idea to Pastora's field command-
ers. Rebels from the FDN and
FARN made similar contacts.

Pastora allies in Congress did
try to pressure the Reagan admin-
istration to broaden the aid flow to
include Pastora’s troops. But CIA
0 tives on the ground a -

0.

ng.
Retired Major Gen. John nglaub,
ed as an administra-

who has serv

tion liaison to the contras since
1984, said he and Pastora signed
an agreement March 26 under
which Pastora would receive aid
in return for moving his forces
deeper into Nicaragua and coordj-
nating with UNO.

Asked why the agreement was
Dever carried out, Singlaub said,
*“Some people feel he's too much
of a problem. They decided if he
can’t fit into their mold, he’s no
damn good. It reflects amateurism
on the part of the handlers.”

Meanwhile, in Nicaragua in
March, a 120-man FARN unit
recejived at least two airdrops of
U.S.-supplied uniforms and boots
from a privately contracted cargo
plane. The FARN troops shared
the supplies with nearby ARDE
troops as enticement to ‘dump
Pastora.

Still, senior U.S. State Depart-
ment officials apparently were
promising Pastora and his allies
that US. aid would soon reach
them. Alfredo Cesar, a leader of an
ARDE-allied group, the Southern
Opposition Bloc (BOS), said Assist-
ant Secretary of State Elliott
Abrams told him April 8 that BOS
“would recejve political support
and part of the aid" to the rebels if
Congress approved President
Reagan's request for $100 million
in contra aid. Abrams “spoke of a
minimum of $5 million,” Cesar
said. There was no mention made
of Pastora’s removal.

Cesar relayed Abrams’ promise

2

to four of ARDE's five regional
commanders and three deputies

who aiready were negotiating an
agreement to join FARN.

CIA %uavg were agng just
t e. ¢ Americans
we've been talking to have said
that the only way we will ever
receive aid is by signing” an
agreement abandoning Pastora.
The commanders went along
with what the Americans wanted.
“Leonel,” as the top ARDE com-
mander was known, explained in
rare interview later that his men
“saw that there was no solution
with Eden. What were we sup-

posed to do?"

hem.

Pastora, deserted by all but one
of his commanders, announced he
Was quitting.

t
lures. FARN offici they
provided the commanders with
various sums for personal ex-
penses in San Jose. '

Robelo, for one, doubts Pastora’s
departure will hurt the contra
movement.

But there are many who doubt
that <;-‘hARN.l led by former h?ana-
gua Chevrolet salesman and ong-
tme anti-Somozs Lpurrlllc Fer-
nando “El Negro” hamort®, can-
regain the military initiative that
Pastora’s group once had.

Despite receiving a regular flow
of US. funds in the last nine
months, FARN forces have hov-
ered at around 250 combatants
after reaching a peak of about 500,
officials of the 8roup say. The
ARDE troops that recently agreed
to join forces with FARN total
1,500 or less, according to knowli-

edgeable rebel sources. Roberto
Calderon, the commander of the
Sandinista army in the south, saiyt
that in recent Yyears, FARN ¢t
simply “have not been active.” .

And as the ClA assumes g
reater

e_redel supporte

Late [ast moath, Singlaub
showed up in Costa Rica, announe-
ing that he had come to persuade
Pastora to visit Washington. -

Singlaub said Us. officiale
Wwanted to offer Pastora g
“much like the role of Charles de
Gaulle” coordinating activities af
the French resistance from North
Africa and London during the Nagj

occupation.
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He said Pastora had agreed to
make the trip. A Pastora spokes-
man agreed, but said Pastord
would decide what future role hg
assumes in the movement. -

“Nobody made De Gaulle,” said
Carol Prado. “He made himself.’

Wednesday: Taking the war @
Managua. .

Robeia, who favors an alliance with the FDN, heads one.
:mn Pastoca, mmh FON aitisnce, heads the
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